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Today Dan Alon serves as manager-director 
for an Israeli plastics company. This is a far 
cry from the time, 

during the summer of 1972, 
when he was a world-re-
nowned fencer represent-
ing the Jewish state at the 
Munich Olympics.

Thanks to the recent movie, 
“Munich,” the general 
public now is well aware of 
the events that took place 
during those fateful games, 
but few know the story of 
this survivor of the murder-
ous terrorist attack upon 
his teammates.  

Alon broke his self-im-
posed silence a few months 
ago when he spoke of his 
experiences to an overfl ow 
audience at Yale University.  Not only was this an 
opportunity for audiences to hear the story fi rst-
hand, it also was the fi rst time his wife and daugh-
ter heard it.

Alon will once again share his recollections, this 

Opening Ceremonies feature 
Munich Olympics hero

time with more than 10,000 people in the audi-
ence, when appears here as the featured speaker for 

the Aug. 6 Opening Cer-
emonies of the 2006 JCC 
Maccabi Games of Greater 
Phoenix.   
 
“We are honored Mr. 
Alon has chosen the JCC 
Maccabi Games® as the 
venue to once again tell his 
story,” says Mark Shore, 
Valley of the Sun JCC 
President.  “He will be 
reaching out to thousands 
of people from around the 
globe who will be in atten-
dance. The impact should 
be incredible.” 
 
Opening Ceremonies, 
chaired by Linda Geringer, 
are scheduled to start at 

6:30 p.m. at the U.S. Airways Center in downtown 
Phoenix and are open to everyone. As part of the 
program, there will be a tribute honoring the 11 
Israeli Olympians who lost their lives in Munich.  
For more information on how to obtain tickets 
for the Opening Ceremonies please call the JCC 
Maccabi Offi ce at 480-588-6959.  
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Steve Ference, who holds the title of Team Phoe-
nix Local Delegation Head for the upcoming 
2006 JCC Maccabi Games, has literally grown 

up in the Jewish Community Center orbit. This 
native New Yorker recalls going to JCC preschools, 
being a counselor at JCC camps and even meeting his 
wife at a JCC singles event.  
 An on-air news reporter for 20-plus years, Steve 
now buys and sells advertising for cable networks and 
national advertisers. A job opportunity 
brought him and his family to the Valley 
from Dallas eight years ago. They imme-
diately affi liated with the Valley of the Sun 
JCC. “We’ve lived in at least six different 
locations,” Steve says, “and we joined the 
local JCC in each of them.” In fact, two of 
Steve and Susan’s three children already 
have participated in Maccabi games. Mi-
chael, 23, played tennis in Houston; and 
Daniel, 17, swam in Austin. Andrea, 11, 
looks forward to her chance to take part.
 His wife Susan is a familiar face at our own JCC, 
where she manages the main fl oor Welcome Desk. 
Meanwhile, Steve is very much involved in expediting 

plans for the August 6-11 games right here in Scotts-
dale and Greater Phoenix.  As Local Delegation Head 
he has been an integral member of the recruitment 
team for both coaches and athletes; serves as “the 
voice of the team” to other delegations; is the “go-to” 
person for parents with questions and concerns and 
speaks at local Jewish schools and congregations to 
generate enthusiasm and spread the word about the 
games. He and his assistants will be on site “24/7” the 

entire week of the games “to serve as liaison 
between Maccabi Central and all coaches 
and athletes.” 
 With the given that “The Games 
are a tough sell because people are used to 
leaving town in the summer,” Steve insists 
that “the JCC Maccabi Games® are worth 
staying home for, and I only hope that the 
community steps up its support.” 
 “This is a wonderful, worthwhile 
enterprise,” he says, “and I wholly support 
the concept. I’ve been through it and seen 

it with my own eyes. For everyone involved, it is life 
changing in the most positive way. Miss out on it 
– and you miss out on the experience of a lifetime!” 

Just some of our sponsors...

JCC MACCABI GAMES® 
“are worth staying home for”
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Meet Team Phoenix Coaches
Star Reporters Lindsey Stegemoller and Molly Bock 
talked to some of the Team Phoenix coaches.
Team Phoenix Dance Coach
I recently talked to Maccabi Dance 
Coach VANESSA SANTIAGO, 
who is expert in such dances as 
tropical and salsa.  Vanessa said 
her 10-person team is doing well 
and starting to get comfortable 
with each other.  She predicts 
that the team is going to win 
something --whether it is gold 
or bronze.  The team is practic-
ing in the JCC lobby weekday 
afternoons and also on Saturdays. 
Vanessa says one team member, 
Rachel Laven, is especially ener-
getic and “always has a smile on.” 
– Lindsey Stegemoller

Team Phoenix Star 
Reporters Coach
Star Reporters Coach LENI REISS 
has been having fun working on 
The Flame. She is an experienced 
journalist so I think you can see 
why the issues of the Flame are so 
unique.  Her team members are 
coming up with some great ideas. 
Leni says that one unusual thing is 
that this is the fi rst time ever that 
the Maccabi games are in Arizona.  
I think everyone is on Leni’s side 
for that.   – Lindsey Stegemoller

Team Phoenix Tennis Coach
SETH KOREY told me that there 
are more than 30 tennis players 
on Team Phoenix and there are 
defi nitely good experienced play-
ers among them. He says “We will 
be ready when the time comes 
to play. Our team is used to the 
heat here and that is an advan-
tage over some of the other teams 
from around the country.” The 
Tennis Team already has had a 
get-together for a swimming party 
where they all got to know each 
other. – Molly Bock
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Finding 1,300 beds for as many visiting JCC 
Maccabi Games athletes is daunting, to 
say the least. But Wendy Weiss has em-

braced the challenge because, in her words, “It 
is important to show visiting delegations that 
Phoenix is one of the greatest communities in 
the world!”  
  Wendy, who chairs the housing commit-
tee, and her cohorts so far have secured com-
mitments for over 900 beds from area host 
families. Arrangements for 400 additional beds 
are needed. Weiss is sending out an “SOS” to 
families to host at least two athletes during The 
Games.  
  “The 2006 JCC Maccabi Games® is a huge 
event for our community and being a part of it 
and welcoming teen athletes into your home 
will have a life-long impact on everyone in-
volved,” Wendy says. 
  Concerned about not having extra beds 
in your home? The JCC has a solution.  Area 
retailers are donating air mattresses to ac-
commodate the visitors, who also “can sleep 
on couches, in sleeping bags, or just about any 
place where they can rest their head during the 
fi ve days of competition,” according to Wendy.  
 “It’s like having the Olympics in your home-

town,” she says. “And the 
true reward is seeing the 
smiles and watching the 
relationships fl ourish be-
tween the host families and 
the athletes.”  
 Wendy and her hus-
band Gary, who is Chair-
man of the Board of the 
Valley of the Sun JCC, plan to welcome four 
boys into their home. One of their sons, who 
doesn’t meet the minimum age requirement, 
was an impetus for the establishment of Team 
Junior Maccabi, to allow for additional youth 
participation.
 Members of Team Junior Maccabi, between 
the ages of 9 and 11, will welcome the athletes 
at Opening Ceremonies, carry banners, and 
cheer on their favorite teams from the begin-
ning of the event up until the last game is 
played. For more information please contact 
Maccabi Central at 480-588-6959 or visit 
www.jccmaccabiphoenix.org.  
  “I am so proud to be involved in this proj-
ect along with so many wonderful volunteers 
and professionals. It’s been a great experience 
so far and I am really looking forward to the 
games. It is going to be a blast,” Wendy says.
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RICK SHEINSON – 

JCC Maccabi Games Basketball Coach

Rick Sheinson, coach of Team Phoenix boy’s 
basketball team (age 16 and under), is one 
of the people most instrumental in bring-

ing the 2006 JCC Maccabi Games® to the Valley 
of the Sun. Rick has been promoting participa-
tion in the Games since he moved here from 
Philadelphia 13 years ago.   
 In Philadelphia, Rick was a volunteer coach 
in youth athletic programs, helping to prepare 
his local Jewish Community Center teams for 
Maccabi events.  He traveled with the team to 
Detroit in 1990 and says, “From that point I knew 
the Games were a pretty special experience.” 
When he arrived in the Valley he says that he 
was surprised to fi nd out that Phoenix was not 
involved with The Games.  
 Rick took it upon himself to spearhead the 
effort to get Phoenix involved. In 1995, he took a 
10-member Phoenix basketball team to the Los 
Angeles Maccabi Games.  

     “The biggest thrill 
about having The Games 
here in Phoenix is being 
able to play in front of 
hometown fans who will be 

cheering us on, ”he says.  “My enjoyment feeds 
off of the kids’ excitement.  If they are having a 
great time, I am having a great time.”  
 Rick knows that The Games form long-last-
ing relationships between all of those who be-
come involved.  This is especially evident during 
annual alumni basketball games organized by 
Sheinson, when Maccabi athletes get together 
to play ball and reminisce about past JCC Mac-
cabi Game experiences.  
 “I think it is important to understand that 
for most of these teenagers, involvement in the 
Maccabi Games will be the most signifi cant ath-
letic competition of their lifetime,” he says.  
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Although New Orleans was to be one of four host cities for the 2006 JCC 
Maccabi Games®, the devastation brought about by Hurricane Katrina 
called for a change in plans. New Orleans no longer had a venue to host 

the event and planners were faced with the challenge of relocating their del-
egation.  
 The good news is that Phoenix is willing, able and delighted to welcome the 
New Orleans Team of 33 competing athletes and seven coaches to the Games, 
scheduled for August 6 – 11.  
 “We naturally are disappointed that athletes from across the world are 
not able to experience New Orleans, but our delegation is excited that we will 
be taking part in the games in Greater Phoenix,” says Team New Orleans JCC 
Maccabi director Pam Levi.   
 Levi’s parents are Valley winter visitors who reside in New York, but will be 
heading back here for The Games and will serve as a host family for some of 
the athletes from New Orleans.
   New Orleans is home to two Jewish Community Centers: JCC Uptown and 
JCC Metairie.  Both were signifi cantly affected by the storm, with the Metairie 
location sustaining the most physical damage. Eight inches of water fl ooded 
the building, but, following signifi cant repairs, the center is once again is open 
for members.
  A great big welcome will go out to Team New Orleans from our own Team 
Phoenix!

Welcome mat out 
for New Orleans contingent



Call the JCC Maccabi Offi ce for more information! 
480-588-6959
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You’re Invited 
to The Greater Phoenix  

JCC MACCABI GAMES® 

OPENING CEREMONIES

U.S. Airways Center
Sunday, August 6th 
6:30pm Pre-show

7:00pm Start Time
 

Call the JCC Maccabi Offi ce for more 
information! 480-588-6959

Free of charge and open 
to the entire community!

GREATER PHOENIX JCC 
MACCABI GAMES® 2006
WEEK OF THE GAMES

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4th
Early Arrival & Check-In – VOSJCC
 10:00am – 5:00pm

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6th 
Arrival & Check-In – VOSJCC 
 8:00am – 4:00pm
Opening Ceremonies
US Airways Center 
 6:00pm – 9:30pm

MONDAY, AUGUST 7th
Athletic Competition - All Venues 
 7:00am – 5:30pm
Host Family Night 
 5:30 - Evening

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8th
Athletic Competition – All Venues 
 7:00am – 12:00pm
Day of Caring/Day of Sharing  
 1:00pm – 5:00pm
Evening Activity – “BIG SURF!”  
 6:00pm – 9:30pm 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9th
Athletic Competition – All Venues 
 7:00am – 5:00pm
Evening Activity – “Amazing Jakes!” 
 6:00pm – 9:00pm

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10th
Athletic Competition 
Championship Rounds
 7:00am – 4:00pm
Closing Party!! – VOSJCC 
 5:30pm – 9:00pm

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11th 
Departures – VOSJCC
 7:00am – 11:00am

Call the JCC Maccabi Offi ce for more information! 
480-588-6959
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Have you made your gift yet?
To support the Greater Phoenix JCC Maccabi Games® 2006 

please contact Toby Amir Fox 
at 480.483.7121 ext. 1204 or via email at tobyf@vosjcc.org

DONOR LIST
As of Thursday, June 8, 2006

Continental Sponsor — Coca-Cola  •  Presenting Sponsor ($100,000+) — The Daron and Ron Barness Family Foundation
Diamond Sponsor ($50,000) — Anonymous  & Scottsdale Healthcare*

Carrie & Morrie Aaron
Sandy & Ed Adler
Tiffani & Dan Bachus
Elaine & Joel Bernick
M.H. & Eleanor Blakemore
Judith & Peter Brandeis
DMB Associates, Inc.
Brenda, Jim, Megan 
     and Courtney Fried
The Friedel Family Foundation
Carole & Ron Gilbert
Auora & Kenneth Goldfi ne
Jill & Dr. Bruce Goldstein
Stephanie & Adam Goodman
Dr. Robert Gottschalk
Heather & Michael Greenbaum
Anita & Jerome Gutkin
Lesley & Dr. Eli Hammer
Joan P. Heller
Maxine Henig
Leo Kelman
Jill &  Dr. Stuart Kozinn

Circle of 200
The Circle of 200 is a special giving society reserved 
for individuals and families who make a minimum gift 

of $1,000 to The Greater Phoenix 
JCC Maccabi Games

Kelly Krauss
Bobbi & Neal Kurn
Judy & Dr. Nathan Laufer
Sara & David Lieberman
Phyllis & Len Miller
Harold Morgan
Karen & Robert Nagle
Carol & Bruce Newman
Janie & Joe Newman
Aileen & Meyer Osofsky
Marvin Patack
Shelly & Martin Reiss
Fran & Al Sachs
Dale & Nate Sachs
Dr. Michele Scheiner-Raskin
Jan & Mark Shore
Irv Shuman
Berry & Errol Sweet
Dr. Jonathan Tratt
Naomi & Gerald Weiner
Ann & Ted Zinman
Jill & Jay Zweig

MACCABI BOOSTERS ($750 and below)

Michelle and Ethan Abrams
Barbara Allyn
Roberta and Sol Alperstein
Marsha Alpert
American Express Foundation
Andi Barness
Rochelle and Irwin Battock
Sue Bearman
Joyce Berk
Jeff Berkley
Betty Bond
Dr. Alan Bornstein
Mr. Bennett Brown
Harriet Bubis
Rabbi Mari Chernow
Amy Cohn
Sheila and Milt Corwin
Mona Crandell
Patty Dickman
Dr. Lisa Engel

Barbara Finberg
Glenna Gibbons
Deborah Goffman
Roz Goldberg
Rebecca Goldson
Virginia Green
Janis and Dr. Benjamin Harris
Cheryl Hammerman
Lenore Heckler
Hirsch Family Foundation
ING Employee Giving Campaign
Intelligent Water Solutions
Hillary and Harry Kaminsky
Tom Kaminsky
Dinah and Alan Katler
Jill Kramer
Dr. David Lawson
Irene Loeb
Marilyn Lubin
Dr. Daniel Lucas

MACCABI FAN CLUB ($5,000)
American Hebrew Academy
The Arizona Sports 
     and Tourism Authority
Cheryl and Bob Carr
Amy and Andrew Cohn
Shari and Irwin Kanefsky
The Robert H. Karatz Foundation
Katherine and Alan Michaels
Sondra and Dr. William R Myers
National Football League
Nathan and Associates
Dr. John Raniolo
Sara and Bob Silver
Warren Silver
The Thunderbirds Foundation
Wendy and Gary Weiss

FRIENDS OF MACCABI 
($3,500 - $1,001)
Amazing Jakes*
Big Surf*
Sheila and Milt Corwin
Mason K. Harrington
Jane and Malcolm Jozoff
Karen Koven
Donna and Joel Kramer
Merit Properties Group
Harrington K. Mason
The Morgan Stanley Foundation
Lenore and Gene Schupak
Gary Silverman
Shirley and Stuart Speyer
Michael Waxman
Jill and Lee Weiss

Risa Mallin
Alice Mason
Pamela Meyer
Larry Moffi tt
Suzanne Monashkin
Jeanette Moses
Dr. Steve Myerhall
Gig Osten
Ruth Ostreicher-Weber
Andrea Prager
Elodie Portigal
Ian M. Rakow
Renee Resler
Karla Reynolds
Sherri and David Romanoff
Ruth Rosen
Monica Rosenbaum
Rosenthal Chiang Dentistry, P.L.C.
Anita Roth
Dale Sachs

Fran Sachs
Dr. Jacqueline Schenkein
Adrianne Selbst
Beth Shapiro
Sandra Sheinbein
Mark Shore
Ellen Silverman
Adam Singer
Jason Singer
Dr. Arthur Sitleman
Jerry and Ellen Sokol
Cheryl Steiman
Andrea Svetly
Jared Tendler
Bari and Harvey Turner
Nancy Urbach
Libby and Bernie Weiner
Dr. Jack Wolfson
Robin Zudekoff

GOLD SPONSOR ($25,000)
Chaparral Suites
David Lorsch and Cindy Lubin of DBL Distributing, Inc
The Jewish Community Foundation
The Jewish Federation of Greater Phoenix
Linda and Steve Geringer
The Harold and Jean Grossman Family Foundation
Sheri and Tom Levin
The Phoenix Suns

SILVER SPONSORS ($18,000)
Dina and David Cohen
Steve Hilton/Meritage Homes
SMS Financial
 Susan and Jonathan Harris
 Rachel and Jonathan Hoffer
 Colette and Ben Myers

MACCABI PATRON ($10,000* - 7,000)
Arizona State University*
City of Scottsdale*
The Gainey Ranch Men’s Golf Association Charity
Ira Gaines/Peachtree Partners
Penny and Arnie Horwitch
Marlene and Lanny Lahr and the Silverado Golf Club*
Righteous Persons Foundation
Sheila Schwartz
Southwest Charter Lines
Swiss America Trading Corporation
Sybil and Shelby Yastrow
Barbara and Barry Zemel

MEDIA PARTNERS
1510 KFNN Financial Newsradio
The Jewish News of Greater Phoenix
KPHO Channel 5

* Denotes in-kind sponsor


